


ELecTRIcITY/  
NUcLeAR

Improved grid accessibility (2004); government funding of AUS$ 26.9 
million (2005-2009) to encourage investment in development, demonstra-
tion and deployment of smaller-scale low emissions technologies and other 
cost-effective abatement activities; Greenhouse Gas Abatement Program to 
increase efficiency; planned programs include: national system for report-
ing greenhouse gas emissions, abatement actions and energy consumption 
and production, Energy Innovation Fund, National Clean Coal Fund (from 
8/2008)

INDUsTRY Minimum energy performance standards; voluntary building industry initia-
tives; programme to reduce energy for lighting; Greenhouse Gas Abatement 
Program to increase efficiency and reduce emissions; planned programs in-
clude: national system for reporting greenhouse gas  emissions, abatement 
actions, and energy consumption and production, Clean Business Australia 
programs (from 8/2008)

HOUsehOLDs  
AND seRVIces

Legislated minimum energy performance standards for residential and 
commercial buildings and appliances; voluntary best practices standards for 
commercial buildings; government grants programmes to assist households, 
schools governments and commercial organisations to improve energy and 
water efficiency and reduce emissions; phase out of inefficient light bulbs; 
planned programs include: Solar Schools

TRANsPORT Biofuel capital grants (2003-2007); planned programs include: green car 
innovation fund (AUS$ 500 million) for five years after 2011

ReNewABLes Target: 20 % renewables share in electricity supply by 2020, government 
budget includes AUS$ 18 million over five years for this purpose (2008); 
rebates for solar panels, renewable energy in remote areas and solar hot wa-
ter systems; Geothermal Industry Development Framework and Technology 
Road Map (2007); feed-in tariffs for electricity from PV in some States

GeNeRAL 
Ratified UNFCCC on 30.12.1992, rejected the Kyoto Protocol for several years but ratified it on 12.12.2007»»
Target to reduce emissions by 60 % below 2000 levels by 2050 (2008)»»
National emissions trading scheme planned to start in 2010»»
New Government’s budget allocates $ 343.6 million to climate change programs in 2008-2009 and  »»
$ 2,281.4 million over 2007-2011 to deliver Australia’s climate change strategy

CLIMATe POLIcIes

Climate Scorecard

Australia

Technical notes
For details on method and data sources see the technical annex in the main document “G8 climate scorecards”, WWF, 2008.  
Australia specific notes:  
The overall score is -1.08.
Data source of the greenhouse gas emissions is the latest inventory reported to the UNFCCC. Australia has not yet submitted for the year 2006.
The calculation of Australia’s Kyoto target includes emissions from land-use change (deforestation) of 136 MtCO2 in the base year  
(see Australia’s Initial Report Under The Kyoto Protocol, http://unfccc.int/files/national_reports/initial_reports_under_the_kyoto_protocol/ 
application/pdf/kyoto_target_web.pdf). The calculation of the distance to the Kyoto target includes 2005 emissions of afforestation,  
reforestation and deforestation of 48 MtCO2.
The projections are taken from Australia’s fourth national communication to UNFCCC, http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/natc/ausnc4.pdf, 
p.82, with measures scenario.
The policies are rated electricity: -1; industry -1, households: -1, transport: -1, renewables: 0.


