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Message from the Coordinator 

This newsletter will provide regular updates on developments in forest certification and the supply, specification and use of certified 
forest products. Please feel free to pass this newsletter onto interested parties. 

Jana Blair 
Coordinator, Australia Forest & Trade Network 

 

The Global Forest & Trade Network 

The Global Forest & Trade Network or GFTN is WWF’s initiative to eliminate illegal logging, 
improve the management of the world's valuable and threatened forests, and promote credible forest 
certification. By providing support to and facilitating trade links between progressive forest industry 
companies, the GFTN seeks to create market conditions that will help conserve the world’s forests 
while providing economic and social benefits for the businesses and people that depend on them. 

The AFTN is the Australian arm of the GFTN (see page 6 for more information).  

 

 

Events 

FOREST DAY 
2 December 2008  -  Pozan, Poland 
CIFOR is planning to co-host Forest Day 2 in collaboration with partner organisations in the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
(CPF), coinciding with UNFCCC COP14. Forest Day provides an international, multistakeholder forum on forest and climate change 
policies at global, national and local levels.  For more information go to http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/NR/exeres/38BD7833-6567-4203-
9301-E1D302A09D7E.htm   

CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE FOREST PRODUCTS TRADE 
6-7 December 2008  -  Beijing, China 
The conference will be open to anyone who is interested in sustainable forest products trade including government representatives 
from major consuming countries, associations and various stakeholders (private sector, non-governmental organisations, etc). For 
more information go to http://www.illegal-logging.info/item_single.php?item=event&item_id=147&approach_id=8 
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON PROMOTION OF RUBBERWOOD PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY IN THE ASIA-
PACIFIC REGION 
8-10 December 2008  -  Hainan, China 
The aim of the workshop is to exchange the latest research results, technological advances and experiences and market information 
related to the opportunities and challenges of Rubberwood processing technology in the Asia Pacific Region.  For more information 
go to http://www.itto.or.jp/live/PageDisplayHandler?pageId=223&id=3933 

RECYCLING WOOD COMPETITION 
Australian Wood Review Magazine has announced a Wood Recycling Competition. Prizes include $1,000 cash and new tools. What 
could those old floorboards, fence posts and palings, pallets, wine barrels, railway sleepers, stair treads, house framing and so on be 
transformed into? Entries close on 22nd January 2009 For more information go to 
http://www.woodreview.com.au/competitions/recycledwood/ 

For more forestry and timber trade events in our region and around the globe go to http://gftn.panda.org/newsroom/events/index.cfm 

 

General News  

November 2008 

First Australian furniture maker achieves FSC – Schamburg + Alvisse have become the first Australian furniture maker to gain 
FSC chain of custody certification. S+A’s range of upholstered lounge chairs, sofas and ottomans is FSC certified and is 100% 
Australian made using FSC timber from Australia. For more information go to http://www.schamburgalvisse.com.au/ 

November 2008 

Carter Holt Harvey launches green campaign – Carter Holt Harvey Woodproducts Australia has launched a campaign promoting 
the use of wood products.  The campaign consists of an educational video, brochure and regular newsletters. This initiative supports 
the theme of Wood Naturally Better – a campaign launched by the Forest & Wood Products Australia (FWPA) industry association.  

Carter Holt Harvey have achieved FSC COC and can supply certified Plywood, Plywood Flooring, Plywood Formply, and 
Shadowclad. They also offer a range of FSC COC certified structural LVL (Laminated Veneer Lumber) and structural MGP 10 grade 
Timber products.  

For more information on Carter Holt Harvey and this campaign go to http://www.chhwoodproducts.com.au 

July 2008 

Wood Packaging Recycling Brochure Launched – The National Timber Product Stewardship Group (NTPSG) has launched a new 
brochure on recycling wood packaging such as pallets and crates. 

It is estimated that around 300,000 tonnes of waste wood packaging is disposed to landfills each 
year around Australia and some companies, particularly those importing manufactured goods 
from overseas, generate large quantities of waste wood packaging. 

While a significant quantity of wood pallets, particularly if they are standard size, can be 
repaired and reused, single-trip wood pallets and crates generally cannot be. The good news is 
that these pallets and crates are increasingly recycled into products such as new particleboard, 
mulch, animal bedding or even low carbon polluting renewable energy. 

The brochure clarifies information for imported wood packaging about methods that are used to 
minimise the spread of pests and diseases into and around Australia. For example – methods 

such as heat serialisation and fumigants which are not barriers to wood recycling or use in the generation of renewable energy. 

The brochure also directs companies to the new NTSG website which includes a directory with over 120 businesses across Australia 
that reuse, recycle or use waste wood packaging to generate renewable energy. 
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“This brochure helps businesses that generate a lot of waste wood packaging play their part in product stewardship of wood products 
across the supply chain – even at end of life”, according to Stephen Mitchell, Project Manager of NTSPG 

The NTPSG, a timber industry initiative, has targeted wood packaging as “low hanging fruit” to help meet its overall target of 
doubling the recovery of all waste wood to one million tonnes per year by 2010. 

For more information and to access the brochure go to http://www.timberstewardship.org.au/  

 

GFTN News 

Copies of the a full participants list can be downloaded from the GFTN website 
http://gftn.panda.org/about_gftn/participants/index.cfm  

Asia 
In our region the Global Forest and Trade Network has chapters in China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia and Vietnam. 

19 Sep 2008 

Kumpulan Pengurusan Kayu Kayan Terengganu (KPKKT) and B.K.B Hevea Products Sdn. Bhd joined the Global Forest and 
Trade Network (GFTN) in Malaysia - KPKKT is the first forest participant in Peninsular Malaysia.  B.K.B Hevea is GFTN-
Malaysia’s tenth trade participant.  

Kumpulan Pengurusan Kayu Kayan Terengganu Sdn Bhd (KPKKT), through signing a participation 
agreement, will work hand in hand with WWF-Malaysia to maintain its Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) certificate -previously achieved in April 2008 - as well as carry out the assessment of high 
conservation value forest (HCVF) within its concession.  

Incorporated in March 1980, KPKKT is part of the Golden Pharos Group. The company manages 
concession forest in the Dungun Timber Complex (DTC) covering an area of approximately 108,900ha 
of Permanent Forest Estate (PFE) primarily in Jerangau, Jengai, Pasir Raja, Cherul and Besul forest 
reserves.  

KPTTK concessions are not only in close proximity to the national park, but are themselves rich in 
biodiversity. According to a wildlife survey conducted by WWF-Malaysia in 1998, these forest reserves 
are habitat for 51 species of mammals including tigers and Seladang, bears and 184 species of birds 
including hornbills. It also contains some of the most valuable natural features such as the world’s largest 
Chengal tree and the majestic Chemerong waterfall.  

B.K.B. Hevea's core product is a triple layed construction parquet, engineered with real hardwood. The 
parquet also contains Hevea, a plantation wood with a softwood veneer as the back. 

B.K.B. owns and operates an engineered wood flooring factory located in Ipoh which commenced 
production in 1994. The factory is over 28,000 m2 (about 2,000m3) and features some of the latest engineered hardwood flooring 
technology from leading European machinery manufacturers. In 2005, BKB added an additional Press Line, effectively doubling its 
capacity to more than 1.5 million m2/ year. 

BKB’s product range is sold on the global market including in USA, Canada, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Middle East and Asia.  

For more information on the Forest and Trade Networks in our region go to http://gftn.panda.org/gftn_worldwide/asia/index.cfm 

Africa 
October 2008 

Big increase in FSC forests in Congo Basin – In October 2008, GFTN-Central Africa announced that 1.5 million hectares had been 
granted FSC certification. Pallisco had just over 341,000 hectares certified; Rougier-Gabon had just over 688,000 hectares and 
CEB/precious Woods achieved FSC certification for just over 616,000 hectares. With this the Congo Basin now accounts for almost 3 
million FSC certified hectares since 2006. 

�
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North America 
October 2008 

WWF-US Announces Williams-Sonoma, Inc. as Newest Participant of Global Forest & Trade Network  -  Williams-Sonoma, 
Inc., which includes the Pottery Barn, Pottery Barn Kids, PBteen, West Elm, Williams-Sonoma Home, and Williams-Sonoma brands, 
is a leading specialty retailer of high quality products for the home. By joining GFTN, Williams-Sonoma Inc., has committed to 
increase the proportion of wood products in its supply chain that originate from credibly certified forests and to phase out unknown 
and unwanted wood sources for its brands in the United States and Canada.  

With deforestation accounting for nearly 30 percent of all global carbon emissions, WWF officials hailed the agreement as an 
important step forward in efforts to halt climate change and protect forests and species. 

"Retailers and consumers both have a role to play in saving the forests and the people and animals depending on them. Knowing and 
caring about the source of wood products is an important first step," said WWF President and CEO Carter Roberts. "With this 
agreement, Williams-Sonoma is demonstrating leadership and a strong commitment to responsible business practices that we hope 
will serve as an example that other companies follow." 

"At Williams-Sonoma, Inc., we believe in responsible management of natural resources. In partnership with GFTN, we will take our 
wood sourcing to one of the highest standards in the industry," said Laura Alber, President of Williams-Sonoma, Inc. "This is yet 
another way that our brands can provide our customers with home furnishings that they will be proud to own, while meeting their 
needs around quality, design and value." 

Williams-Sonoma's commitment includes the importation and sale of wood-based furniture.  Within one year, Williams-Sonoma, will 
complete an assessment of the wood used in its furniture to determine its origin and whether the wood is from well-managed forests. 
Once the assessment is completed and within five years, Williams-Sonoma, has committed to obtain wood from known sources that 
are responsibly managed and ensure that important environmental and social values are protected. 

Williams-Sonoma sources furniture for its brands from many countries including Vietnam, Indonesia, China, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Brazil.  These areas include some of the most biologically diverse places on earth , places that WWF - and now 
Williams-Sonoma - are working to protect. 

Williams-Sonoma’s commitment to responsible forestry builds upon the company's demonstrated practice of corporate social 
responsibility.  Williams-Sonoma Inc. previously implemented a responsible catalogue paper procurement policy and only uses 
catalogue paper sourced from well-managed forests certified to FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) standards. 

Europe 

October, 2008 

WWF Spain and WWF in Portugal Launch the GFTN-Iberia �� Inaugurated by Mrs. Soraya Rodríguez, the Spanish Secretary of 
State for International Cooperation, WWF Spain and WWF in Portugal launched the Global Forest & Trade Network - Iberia (GFTN-
Iberia) office at the Construtec 2008 construction trade fair.��

GFTN-Iberia is an alliance of about 20 Spanish and Portuguese companies aiming to eliminate illegal logging practices through the 
promotion of Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification and the conservation of the most threatened forests worldwide. 

Seventeen Spanish and Portuguese companies participated in the launch including Leroy Merlin, Lafarge Cement and Amorim. These 
GFTN participants are committed to promoting socially and environmentally responsible forest management through the 
implementation of measures that enhance sustainable consumption of forest products such as wood, paper and cork.  

 “This is an essential alliance to halt illegal and unsustainable logging practices. It is important for the business sector to understand 
that the commitment made by these companies will significantly contribute to improving the conservation of our worldwide forests,” 
commented Felix Romero, Head of Forest Programme of WWF Spain. 

Companies that have joined the GFTN have committed to developing responsible forest products purchasing policies that require a 
gradual increase of credibly certified products - such as FSC - to be introduced into their supply chain, which guarantees that their 
sources are verified legal and sustainable. 

GFTN-Iberia participants were recognised for their commitments by highlighting some of their achievements. Leroy Merlin offers a 
wide range of FSC certified products in its stores. Lafarge Cement is the first company in its sector to use FSC certified bags and 



Australia Forest & Trade Network Bulletin November 2008 

5 

pallets. Puertas (Doors) Luvipol has launched its first FSC certified tropical wood door produced in Spain. Benito Sistemas de 
Carpinteria has launched its first wooden FSC-labelled window. 

In 2007, up to 17% of wood products imported by the Iberian market, and up to 3.2% of paper and cellulose products came from 
countries where illegal logging and other unsustainable practices are a problem recognised by the international community. Romero 
concludes, “WWF Spain encourages other companies to follow this good example and to join the GFTN-Iberia”. 

Rest of the World 

The Global Forest and Trade Network also has chapters in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

For more information on the Forest &Trade Networks around the world go to http://gftn.panda.org/index.cfm 

 

FSC News 

International 

The FSC General Assembly 2008 brought nearly 300 delegates from more than 70 countries to Cape Town, South Africa, for the 
week of 3 – 7 November.   

Throughout the GA, FSC provided highlights and news from side meetings, forest conference and formal business sessions in 
collaboration with FSC Denmark and NEPCon in special editions of NEPCon’s Certified Wood Update newsletter.  The three issues 
of the GA edition newsletters are now available online in the FSC newsroom http://www.fsc.org/newsroom.html  

FSC releases a statement on forests and climate change - With increasing recognition of the critical links between forests and 
climate change, the need for credible carbon markets is emerging. This paper lays down the foundation for FSC’s role in this critical 
issue and will act as a catalyst for engaging debate at the FSC General Assembly. 

The statement maintains that carbon management cannot be separated from the many ecosystem services that well managed forests 
provide. There is a need for credible and affordable auditing tools to assess and monitor avoided deforestation and forest carbon 
sequestration. The FSC system provides the context for which carbon management and carbon crediting can be harmonised with other 
uses and values of the forest. 

The FSC Board of Directors developed the statement in line with the goals of the overarching Global Strategy released in 2007. In the 
coming months, FSC will facilitate the debate by providing more information as to the options forward. At the General Assembly in 
November, the membership is anticipated to debate and possibly decide upon FSC’s future engagement in verifying ecosystem 
services with a particular focus on carbon benefits. Download the statement at  http://www.fsc.org/fileadmin/web-
data/public/document_center/News/Statements/2008-08-21_FSC_statement_-_Forests_and_climate_change.pdf 

EuroPartner suspended for all FSC certification - FSC has withdrawn accreditation of the certification body EuroPartner for both 
forest management and chain of custody certification. Based in St. Petersberg, the certification body primarily worked in Russia. As of 
August 26, 2008, EuroPartner is no longer allowed to carry out any certification for FSC. Over the next three months, FSC will 
support all certificate holders currently certified by EuroPartner to move to an FSC accredited certification body. 

FundacionVida para el Bosque suspended for all FSC certification - FSC accredited certification body Fundación Vida para el 
Bosque (VIBO) is suspended for forest management and chain of custody certification worldwide. As of August 18, 2008, VIBO is no 
longer allowed to sign new contracts or issue new FSC certificates during the suspension period. The Mexico based certification body 
may not perform any new audits, nor issue or re-issue new FSC certificates. However, current FSC certificates issued by VIBO prior 
to the suspension period will remain valid. 

For further information, please contact Accreditation Services International (ASI), the accreditation body responsible 

Australia 
FSC awards night –The winners of the 2008 Responsible Forest Management Awards were presented last Tuesday night as part of 
the inaugural FSC Australia Annual Dinner & Awards Night.  
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Beginning with sunset drinks on the old wharf at Atlantic at Docklands, Melbourne, the night was a great success, showcasing the 
amazing variety of companies and organisations involved in the FSC system here in Australia.  Almost 200 guests were present to 
listen to guest speaker Dr Michael Conroy discuss the “Certification Revolution” and on hand to congratulate the winners of the 
Awards.  

CEO of FSC Australia, Mr Michael Spencer, also gave a presentation updating the audience on FSC activities, highlighting the strong 
growth of the system both here in Australia and worldwide.  As well as handing out the six Awards, FSC Australia awarded Bunnings 
Group and The Woodage 'Certificates of Appreciation' in regards to their continual support and promotion of FSC in the Australian 
market. 

 Award winners: 

Large Forest Manager of the Year (sponsored by Bunnings) –  
Timbercorp Forestry 

Small Forest Manager of the Year (sponsored by The Woodage) - 
Australian Sustainable Timbers 

Large Chain of Custody Operation of the Year (sponsored by WWF) – 
The Laminex Group 

Small Chain of Custody Operation of the Year (sponsored by G Magazine) 
- Etiko Fairtrade 

Building Company/Developer of the Year - Brookfield Multiplex 

Publisher/Paper User of the Year (sponsored by Paperlinx) - Wellmark 
Perspexa 

 
For more information go to the FSC Australia website at www.fscaustralia.org         

 

What is the AFTN? 

The Australia Forest & Trade Network (AFTN) is the local arm of the Global Forest & Trade Network (GFTN) set up by WWF to 
assist and encourage Australian businesses to support responsible forestry. The AFTN was established as part of  WWF-Australia’s 
partnership with Integrated Tree Cropping (ITC). 

Participants in the AFTN support responsible forestry by  implementing a timber and paper purchasing policy and time-bound action 
plan that identifies and, as quickly as possible, ends the purchase of forest products from illegal or controversial sources and 
continuously increases the amount of product sourced from “known”, “legal”, “verified legal”, “progressing toward certification” and 
“certified” sources. 

The AFTN is open to all Australian businesses that produce, supply or use timber and paper and who are seeking to support 
responsible forest management. 

 

Web page: 

The AFTN web page has now moved to a combined global GFTN web presence, to go to the new page click here AFTN home page 
(http://gftn.panda.org/gftn_worldwide/asia/australia_ftn/index.cfm)  

The AFTN and GFTN welcome feedback on both the content and layout of the website and if there are any extra features you think 
may be of interest. 

 
FSC-Australia Awards Night –Dr  Michael Conroy, 
Andrew Rouse (WWF-Australia) and Jared Dineen 
(Laminex Group) 
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Publications 

The AFTN has the following publications available in both hard and soft copy: 

·  AFTN Fact Sheet 
·  Responsible Purchasing Guide – Version II 
·  Keep it Legal – Guide on how to keep illegally harvested timber out of your supply chain. 
·  The WWF Guide to Buying Paper 
·  High Conservation Value Forests - The Concept in theory and practice 
·  FSC Certification – An Introductory Guide 
·  FSC Principles and Criteria – A Framework for Forest Management 
·  FSC Certification: Chain of Custody – A Technical Guide for Manufacturers and Suppliers 
·  Controlled Wood – A Guide for Avoiding Environmentally and Socially Damaging Wood 

 
 
For Further Information 
For more information and to be sent an AFTN application form please contact: Jana Blair on  jblair@wwf.org.au 

The AFTN welcomes your response to information published in the Newsletter, write to jblair@wwf.org.au. 

For more information on the work of WWF-Australia please go to: www.wwf.org.au  


