










Adaptation
It is clear that our climate is rapidly changing now, will continue to change in the
future even under the most optimistic projections for emissions reductions.
Therefore, at the same time as making efforts to slow down climate change, it is
critically important that climate change considerations be incorporated into
conservation plans, assessments and strategies for whales in order to improve the
resilience of ecosystems and species to climate change (Simmonds and Isaac.
2007). This could be achieved through three main principles (Hansen et al., 2003):

1) Protection of adequate and appropriate space. This should include the
protection of habitats critical for breeding or feeding, and the protection of climate
refugia – those areas that are less vulnerable to changes in climate than others. In
the design of protected areas, forward planning must be employed to determine
how climate induced factors may change the geography of the most important
attributes to be protected.

2) Limit all non-climate stresses. There are a myriad of stresses on whales and the
marine environment, and climate change will have a synergistic effect on these.
Non-climate stressors can be locally controlled (i.e., pollution, fishing, noise), thus
increased efforts must be made to reduce all these threats.

3) Adaptive management. Given the uncertainty about the exact nature of impacts
of climate change on whales and their responses to it, a responsive and flexible
approach is required, combined with rigorous monitoring.
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Role of the IWC
The Scientific Committee of the International Whaling Commission agreed in 2007
to hold a special workshop on climate change and whales. WWF urges the
contracting parties to the IWC to fully support this initiative and ensure that the
Scientific Committee is provided with a strong budget that will enable the
workshop to make a significant contribution to the issue.

In addition WWF urges the IWC Scientific Committee to ensure that the workshop
not only make projections about future impacts, but discuss potential adaptation
strategies and management techniques that will assist whale populations to adapt
to their changing environment.

Finally, all IWC contracting Governments with an interest in whale conservation
must urgently commit to significant emissions reductions if they are to keep global
warming below 2ºC, and ensure that the world’s whales have a secure and
sustainable future.
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