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To: The Hon Annastacia Palaszczuk
Premier and Minister for Trade
By email: thepremier@premiers.gld.gov.au

7 June 2021

Dear Premier,

Re: Investing in a future-ready electricity system that unlocks Queensland’s opportunity
to be a global leader in renewable energy

We the undersigned 21 Australian businesses are joining with WWF-Australia in calling on the
Queensland Government to increase investments in a future-ready electricity system that
unlocks Queensland’s opportunity to be a global leader in renewable energy: a renewable
energy export superpower.

WWEF-Australia’s Renewable Superpower Scorecard compared how government policy is
supporting each jurisdiction’s transition to becoming a renewable energy exporter. Queensland
did not receive a high score, and the upcoming Queensland budget is an opportunity for change
that will benefit all Queenslanders. As a state with an abundance of renewables, there is no
reason why - with the right vision and investment - we shouldn’t be helping to power the world.

The recent blackouts in Queensland demonstrate the urgent need for increased investment in
the Sunshine State. As the Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen, the Hon Michael de
Brenni noted, it was renewables and storage in the form of wind and pumped hydro that helped
get the power back overnight after the blackouts.

Increased storage capacity is critical as momentum builds in the transition to renewables. That is
why we call on the Queensland Government to increase its investment in, and stimulus for:

Utility-scale renewable energy storage;

Community batteries;

Home renewable energy storage batteries; and

The development of a renewable energy exports strategy for Queensland.

Queenslanders lead the world in the uptake of rooftop solar — a technology that was invented in
Australia. If Queensland were to couple its rooftop solar boom with more government stimulus
to increase the uptake of home and community batteries and electric vehicles, we could use
smart control systems to keep the lights on at a suburb level when big accidents occur or
transmission lines go down.

With investment in a smarter electricity system, we could “island” suburbs and switch them
temporarily to local renewables and storage when the main grid is disrupted. The transition
would enable us to build Australian skills in creating and maintaining modern and more reliable
electricity systems of the type the world is moving towards. This helps generate Aussie jobs and


https://www.wwf.org.au/what-we-do/climate/renewables/renewable-superpower-scorecard#gs.2q19ry
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-26/qld-callide-power-station-biloela-investigation/100164942
https://theconversation.com/how-an-aussie-invention-could-soon-cut-5-of-the-worlds-greenhouse-gas-emissions-121571
https://theconversation.com/how-an-aussie-invention-could-soon-cut-5-of-the-worlds-greenhouse-gas-emissions-121571
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wealth, while allowing us to generate enough electricity to make it exportable, and set
Queensland and Australia up as a renewable exports superpower.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,

Dermot O’dorman and the undersigned

Benn Lim, Chief Operating Officer, Arowana
Richard Fine, Founder, Product Development & Sustainability Director, BioPak
David Krsevan General Manager, Energy Group, Australia, Canadian Solar

Haydn Fletcher Country Manager, Modules and System Solutions, Australia & New Zealand,
Canadian Solar

Glenn Morelli, Managing Director, Cool or Cosy

Scott Dunn, Managing Director, Custom Denning

Craig Myatt, Owner, ecoCool

Simon Currie, Principal, Energy Estate

Grace Palos, Chief Marketing Officer, Future Super

Dr Attilio Pigneri, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, The Hydrogen Utility
Timothy O'Brien, Founder, Hatched and Founder, Rooy

James Thornton, Chief Executive Officer, Intrepid Travel

Saxon Wright, Executive Director, Pablo & Rusty's Coffee Roasters
Danielle Duell, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, People With Purpose
Lena MacRae, Managing Director, Seated Massage

Lee Lake, Managing Director, Sun Energy

Steven Speldewinde, Director, The Social Deck

Shayne Jaenisch, Chief Executive Officer, Tindo Solar

Anil Nangia, Managing Director, Vena Energy Australia

Matt Davis, Managing Director, Australia, VivoPower

Radnor Sansoni, Marketing Director, Watts Up Solar & Electrical

Cc:

The Hon Dr Steven Miles

Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and
Planning

By email: deputy.premier@ministerial.gld.gov.au

The Hon Cameron Dick
Treasurer and Minister for Investment
By email: treasurer@ministerial.gld.gov.au
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The Hon Michael de Brenni

Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and Minister for Public Works and Procurement
By email: epw@ministerial.qld.gov.au

The Hon Glenn Butcher
Minister for Regional Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water
By email: regionaldevelopment@ministerial.qgld.gov.au

The Hon Meaghan Scanlon

Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth
Affairs

By email: environment@ministerial.gld.gov.au
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